
1 

Descendants of James Watrus 
 

Generation One 
 

1. JAMES1 WATRUS, b. Jun 1772 in New London Co. CT (son of Walter WATRUS), d. 30 Dec 1841 in NY, buried 
in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 

 
 He married ELIZABETH, b. cir 1778 in PA, d. aft 1860, buried in prob. Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
 
    Children: 
    2. i. Almira2 WATRUS b. 1799. 
    3. ii. Paulina WATRUS b. Jan 1802. 
    4. iii. Sarah (Sally) WATRUS b. cir 1802. 
    5. iv. Temperance WATRUS b. 21 Feb 1809. 
    6. v. John F. WATRUS b. 6 Jul 1811. 
    7. vi. Susan WATRUS b. cir 1814. 
    8. vii. Eliza(beth?) WATRUS. 
    9. viii. Vincent WATRUS b. 30 Apr 1817. 
    10. ix. Harriet WATRUS b. cir 1825/1802?  
 
 

Generation Two 
 

2. ALMIRA2 WATRUS (James1), b. 1799 in NY, d. 27 May 1851 in NY, buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca 
Co. NY. 

 
 She married JACOB COMBS, d. bef 1850?, buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
 
    Children: 
    11. i. Mary/Tracy3 COMBS b. cir 1835. 
    12. ii. Catherine COMBS b. 1825. 
 
3. PAULINA2 WATRUS (James1), b. Jan 1802 in Romulus, Seneca Co. NY, d. 8 Mar 1868 in Romulus, Seneca Co. 

NY, buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
 
 She married JOSHUA H. SIMPSON, b. 1801 in NY, d. 27 Mar 1852, buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca 

Co. NY, occupation laborer. 
 
    Children: 
    13. i. Augustine3 SIMPSON b. cir 1825. 
    14. ii. Charles H. SIMPSON b. 12 Jan 1829. 
    15. iii. Henrietta SIMPSON b. cir 1833. 
    16. iv. Erastus SIMPSON b. 1836. 
    17. v. Frances Cornelia Ann SIMPSON b. 1839. 
    18. vi. William B. SIMPSON b. 1827. 
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4. SARAH (SALLY)2 WATRUS (James1), b. cir 1802 in Seneca Co. NY, d. aft 1865. 
 
 She married CHARLES COMBS, 1815 in Varick, Seneca Co. NY, b. 1791 (son of Thomas COMBS and Mary 

[1774 - 1828]), d. 27 Mar 1838 in Varick, Seneca Co. NY, buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
 
    Children: 
    19. i. William3 COMBS b. 1822. 
    20. ii. Elizabeth COMBS b. 1825. 
    21. iii. Harriett COMBS b. 15 Oct 1828. 
    22. iv. Charles C. COMBS b. 1832. 
    23. v. John COOMBS b. cir 1838. 
    24. vi. two children. 
 
5. TEMPERANCE2 WATRUS (James1), b. 21 Feb 1809 in Varick, Seneca Co. NY, d. 24 Jun 1865 in Seneca Co. NY, 

buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
 
 She married JOHN SAYRE JR., 25 Jul 1849 in Seneca Co. NY, b. 22 Sep 1806 in Romulus, Seneca Co. NY (son 

of John SAYRE Sr [1767 - 1848] and Sally BREWSTER [1771 - 1853]), d. 5 Mar 1872 in Seneca Co. NY, buried 
in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 

 
    Children: 
    25. i. Susan Leaphe3 SAYRE b. 12 Jul 1850. 
    26. ii. Charles E. SAYRE b. 1852. 
 
6. JOHN F.2 WATRUS (James1), b. 6 Jul 1811 in Seneca Co. NY, d. 5 Jan 1901 in Lake Preston, Kingsbury Co. SD, 

buried in Oak Grove, Morenci, Lenawee Co. MI. 
 
 He married MELINDA, b. 26 Feb 1826 in Ovid, Seneca Co. NY, d. 7 Aug 1890 in Seneca, Lenawee Co. MI, 

buried in Oak Grove, Morenci, Lenawee Co. MI. 
 
    Children: 
    27. i. Alexander3 WATRUS b. cir 1841. 
    28. ii. Mary WATRUS b. cir 1845. 
    29. iii. Cordelia WATRUS b. cir 1849. 
    30. iv. Caroline WATRUS b. cir 1852. 
    31. v. Ada WATRUS b. cir 1857. 
 
7. SUSAN2 WATRUS (James1), b. cir 1814 in NY, d. aft 1870. 
 
 She married JOHN SIMPSON, b. cir 1799 in NY, d. aft 1880, occupation farmer. 
 
    Children: 
    32. i. Almira3 SIMPSON b. cir 1835. 
    33. ii. Robert SIMPSON b. cir 1837. 
    34. iii. Ellen SIMPSON b. cir 1841. 
    35. iv. Anna SIMPSON b. cir 1843. 
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    36. v. Nathaniel  SIMPSON b. cir 1846. 
 
8. ELIZA(BETH?)2 WATRUS (James1). 
 
 She married THOMAS FITZSIMMONS. 
 
9. VINCENT2 WATRUS (James1), b. 30 Apr 1817 in Romulus, Seneca Co. NY, d. 27 Jun 1890 in Eaton Rapids, 

Eaton Co. MI, buried in Maple Grove Cem., Hudson, Lenawee Co. MI, occupation farmer. 
 
 He married MARY J. CRONK, b. 18 Nov 1817 in NY, d. 2 May 1898 in Bronson, Branch Co. MI, buried in 

Maple Grove Cem., Hudson, Lenawee Co. MI. 
 
    Children: 
    37. i. Ellen J.3 WATROUS b. 1842. 
    38. ii. Elizabeth WATRUS b. 1844. 
    39. iii. Augusta WATROUS b. 1845. 
    40. iv. Mary J. WATRUS b. 26 Feb 1848. 
 
10. HARRIET2 WATRUS (James1), b. cir 1825/1802? in Canada/Seneca?, d. 1894 in MI. 
 
 She married ASA S. FENTON, b. cir 1815/1801 in NY, d. aft 1880/1852 in MI, occupation farmer. 
 
    Children: 
    41. i. Frances Ann3 FENTON b. May 1839. 
    42. ii. Kittie J./Juliette FENTON b. cir 1857/59. 
 
 

Generation Three 
 

11. MARY/TRACY3 COMBS (Almira2, James1), b. cir 1835 in NY, d. aft 1850. 
12. CATHERINE3 COMBS (Almira2, James1), b. 1825 in NY, d. aft 1897, buried in Rest Haven Cem., Phelps, 

Ontario Co. NY. 
 
 She married REV. RALPH CLAPP, b. 1 Apr 1796 in Northampton, Hampshire Co. MA, d. 19 Jan 1882 in 

Phelps, Ontario Co. NY, buried in Rest Haven Cem., Phelps, Ontario Co. NY. 
 
13. AUGUSTINE3 SIMPSON (Paulina2, James1), b. cir 1825 in NY, d. aft 1880. 
14. CHARLES H.3 SIMPSON (Paulina2, James1), b. 12 Jan 1829 in NY, d. 23 Feb 1902, buried in Kendaia Baptist 

Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
 
 He married CATHERINE ANNA MCWHORTER, b. 3 May 1853 in NY (daughter of Levi MCWHORTER [1812 - 

1860] and Hannah Ann CORRY [1817 - 1879]), d. 2 Jan 1900, buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. 
NY. 

 
    Children: 
    43. i. Bertha H.4 SIMPSON b. 4 Jan 1879. 
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    44. ii. Harry SIMPSON b. 7 Feb 1890. 
 
15. HENRIETTA3 SIMPSON (Paulina2, James1), b. cir 1833 in NY, d. aft 1850. 
16. ERASTUS3 SIMPSON (Paulina2, James1), b. 1836, d. 13 Jun 1837, buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca 

Co. NY. 
17. FRANCES CORNELIA ANN3 SIMPSON (Paulina2, James1), b. 1839, d. 12 Aug 1841, buried in Kendaia Baptist 

Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
18. WILLIAM B.3 SIMPSON (Paulina2, James1), b. 1827 in NY, d. 5 Oct 1895, buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., 

Seneca Co. NY, occupation farmer. 
 
 He married MARY ANN SAYRE, b. Jun 1838 in Seneca Co. NY (daughter of John SAYRE Jr. [1806 - 1872] and 

Sarah BROWN [1808 - 1849]), d. 2 Nov 1918 in NY, buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
 
    Children: 
    45. i. Nellie4 SIMPSON b. cir 1868. 
 
19. WILLIAM3 COMBS (Sarah2, James1), b. 1822, d. 1854. 
20. ELIZABETH3 COMBS (Sarah2, James1), b. 1825. 
21. HARRIETT3 COMBS (Sarah2, James1), b. 15 Oct 1828 in Romulus, Seneca Co. NY, d. 29 Jan 1916 in Geneva, 

Ontario Co. NY. 
 
 She married RICHARD C. RAPPLEYE, d. 1858. 
 
    Children: 
    46. i. Cornelius C.4 RAPPLEYE b. cir 1855. 
    47. ii. Richard C. RAPPLEYE b. cir 1858. 
 
22. CHARLES C.3 COMBS (Sarah2, James1), b. 1832, d. 1913. 
23. JOHN3 COOMBS (Sarah2, James1), b. cir 1838 in Seneca Co. NY, d. aft 1865. 
 
 He married MARIA, b. cir 1843 in Ontario Co. NY, d. aft 1865. 
 
    Children: 
    48. i. Adelbert4 COOMBS b. cir 1857. 
 
24. TWO3 CHILDREN (Sarah2, James1). 
25. SUSAN LEAPHE3 SAYRE (Temperance2, James1), b. 12 Jul 1850 in Romulus, Seneca Co. NY, d. 2 Apr 1936 in 

Romulus, Seneca Co. NY, buried 5 Apr 1936 in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
 
 She married NEWMAN POTTER CORYELL, 1 Feb 1871 in Seneca Co. NY, b. 15 Apr 1845 in Romulus, Seneca 

Co. NY (son of John Harvey CORYELL [1809 - 1857] and Abigail SMALLEY [1810 - 1873]), d. 13 May 1937 in 
Geneva, Ontario Co. NY, buried 16 May 1937 in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY, occupation farmer. 

 
    Children: 
    49. i. Charlie4 CORYELL b. 15 Apr 1872. 
    50. ii. Louise CORYELL b. 22 Apr 1874. 
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    51. iii. Leapha D. CORYELL b. 3 Apr 1879. 
    52. iv. Jay CORYELL b. 5 Feb 1885. 
 
26. CHARLES E.3 SAYRE (Temperance2, James1), b. 1852 in Seneca Co. NY, d. 11 Jun 1921 in Seneca Co. NY, 

buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
 
 He married CLARA MATILDA "CARRIE" TERHUNE, cir 1876, b. 22 Mar 1859 in Romulus, Seneca Co. NY 

(daughter of Albert M. TERHUNE [1836 - 1892] and Lydia Jane MCWHORTER [1842 - 1897]), d. 2 Apr 1937 
in Lakewood, Cuyahoga Co. OH, buried 3 Apr 1937 in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 

 
    Children: 
    53. i. Belle Louisa4 SAYRE b. 1877. 
 
27. ALEXANDER3 WATRUS (John2, James1), b. cir 1841 in Romulus, Seneca Co. NY, d. aft 1880. 
 
 He married CALISTA A. MCCLURE, 22 Jul 1871 in Morenci, Lenawee Co. MI, b. 1837 in Strutsborough, OH, 

d. aft 1880. 
 
    Children: 
    54. i. John Andrew4 WATRUS b. 14 Dec 1873. 
 
28. MARY3 WATRUS (John2, James1), b. cir 1845 in Seneca Co. NY, d. aft 1860. 
29. CORDELIA3 WATRUS (John2, James1), b. cir 1849 in Seneca Co. NY, d. aft 1860. 
30. CAROLINE3 WATRUS (John2, James1), b. cir 1852 in Seneca Co. NY, d. aft 1860. 
31. ADA3 WATRUS (John2, James1), b. cir 1857 in Seneca Co. NY, d. aft 1860. 
32. ALMIRA3 SIMPSON (Susan2, James1), b. cir 1835 in NY, d. aft 1850. 
33. ROBERT3 SIMPSON (Susan2, James1), b. cir 1837 in NY, d. aft 1880, occupation farmer. 
 
 He married ISABELLA, b. cir 1842 in NY, d. aft 1880. 
 
    Children: 
    55. i. Edwin4 SIMPSON b. cir 1879. 
 
34. ELLEN3 SIMPSON (Susan2, James1), b. cir 1841 in NY, d. aft 1850. 
35. ANNA3 SIMPSON (Susan2, James1), b. cir 1843 in NY, d. aft 1860. 
36. NATHANIEL3 SIMPSON (Susan2, James1), b. cir 1846 in NY, d. aft 1880. 
 
 He married MARY, b. cir 1854 in NY, d. aft 1880. 
 
37. ELLEN J.3 WATROUS (Vincent2, James1), b. 1842 in Seneca Co. NY, d. aft 1870. 
 
 She married GEORGE S. RODGERS, 24 Dec 1861 in Varick, Seneca Co. NY, b. cir 1838 in NY, d. aft 1870, 

occupation farmer. 
 
    Children: 
    56. i. Wratie?4 RODGERS b. cir 1865. 
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    57. ii. James RODGERS b. Oct 1869. 
 
38. ELIZABETH3 WATRUS (Vincent2, James1), b. 1844 in NY, d. aft 1850. 
39. AUGUSTA3 WATROUS (Vincent2, James1), b. 1845 in Seneca Co. NY, d. 1875, buried in Maple Grove Cem., 

Hudson, Lenawee Co. MI. 
 
 She married JOHN D. SEELEY, 24 Dec 1861 in Varick, Seneca Co. NY, b. cir 1836 in Varick, Seneca Co. NY, d. 

13 Nov 1915 in Varick, Seneca Co. NY. 
 
40. MARY J.3 WATRUS (Vincent2, James1), b. 26 Feb 1848 in Seneca Co. NY, d. 16 Sep 1851 in Seneca Co. NY, 

buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
41. FRANCES ANN3 FENTON (Harriet2, James1), b. May 1839 in NY, d. 12 Aug 1841, buried in Kendaia Baptist 

Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
42. KITTIE J./JULIETTE3 FENTON (Harriet2, James1), b. cir 1857/59 in NY, d. aft 1880. 
 

Generation Four 
 

43. BERTHA H.4 SIMPSON (Charles3, Paulina2, James1), b. 4 Jan 1879 in NY, d. 12 Apr 1883, buried in Kendaia 
Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 

 
 
44. HARRY4 SIMPSON (Charles3, Paulina2, James1), b. 7 Feb 1890 in NY, d. 10 Feb 1890 in NY, buried in 

Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
45. NELLIE4 SIMPSON (William3, Paulina2, James1), b. cir 1868 in NY, d. 30 May 1871, buried in Kendaia Baptist 

Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
46. CORNELIUS C.4 RAPPLEYE (Harriett3, Sarah2, James1), b. cir 1855 in NY, d. aft 1860. 
47. RICHARD C.4 RAPPLEYE (Harriett3, Sarah2, James1), b. cir 1858 in NY, d. aft 1860. 
48. ADELBERT4 COOMBS (John3, Sarah2, James1), b. cir 1857 in Ontario Co. NY, d. aft 1865. 
49. CHARLIE4 CORYELL (Susan3, Temperance2, James1), b. 15 Apr 1872 in Kendaia, Seneca Co. NY, d. 13 May 

1872, buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
50. LOUISE4 CORYELL (Susan3, Temperance2, James1), b. 22 Apr 1874 in Kendaia, Seneca Co. NY, d. 15 Apr 

1961 in Ithaca, Tompkins Co. NY, buried 18 Apr 1961 in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
 
 She married FOSTER LEAELL REIGLE, 22 Mar 1896 in Kendaia, Seneca Co. NY, b. 29 Apr 1874 in Varick, 

Seneca Co. NY (son of John Henry REIGLE [1842 - 1918] and Lucy Adeline HOLTON [1851 - 1908]), d. 12 Jul 
1940 in Kendaia, Seneca Co. NY, buried 15 Jul 1940 in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY, occupation 
farmer. 

 
    Children: 
      i. Esther Louise5 REIGLE b. 25 Feb 1897 in Ovid, Seneca Co. NY, d. 30 Jan 1993 in Ithaca, 

Tompkins Co. NY, buried 12 Apr 1993 in Grove Cem., Trumansburg, Tompkins Co. NY, 
occupation stenographer. 

 
    She married Lyle Eaton TUBBS, 6 Aug 1921 in Trumansburg, Tompkins Co. NY, b. 10 Nov 

1888 in Woodhull, Steuben Co. NY (son of Henry James TUBBS [1862 - 1944] and Henrietta 
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(Hattie) TUBBS [1864 - 1917]), d. 29 Oct 1981 in Ithaca, Tompkins Co. NY, buried 2 Nov 1981 
in Grove Cem., Trumansburg, Tompkins Co. NY, occupation railroad worker, bookstore. 

 
      ii. F. Leaell REIGLE b. 3 May 1898 in Seneca Co. NY, d. 23 Jan 1899 in Seneca Co. NY, buried in 

Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
      iii. Willis Wisner REIGLE b. 22 May 1901 in Romulus, Seneca Co. NY, d. 6 Sep 1986 in Ithaca, 

Tompkins Co. NY, buried in Grove Cem., Trumansburg, Tompkins Co. NY, occupation 
carpenter. 

 
    He married Auma Charlena CLOCK, 26 Nov 1925 in Tompkins Co. NY, b. 10 Feb 1898 in 

Trumansburg, Tompkins Co. NY (daughter of Charles L. CLOCK [1865 - 1900] and Franc E. 
MURPHY [1867 - 1900]), d. 31 Aug 1972 in Ithaca, Tompkins Co. NY, buried 2 Sep 1972 in 
Grove Cem., Trumansburg, Tompkins Co. NY. 

 
      iv. Clyde Homer REIGLE b. 20 Jul 1904 in Seneca Co. NY, d. 11 Jun 1984 in Ithaca, Tompkins Co. 

NY, buried in Grove Cem., Trumansburg, Tompkins Co. NY, occupation Ithaca Gun, carpenter. 
 
    He married Viola Marie BAKER, 2 Oct 1925, b. 10 Apr 1913 in Ithaca, Tompkins Co. NY 

(daughter of Fred BAKER and Catherine KING), d. 18 Nov 1995 in Ithaca, Tompkins Co. NY, 
occupation employed at Cornell. 

 
51. LEAPHA D.4 CORYELL (Susan3, Temperance2, James1), b. 3 Apr 1879 in Kendaia, Seneca Co. NY, d. 13 Sep 

1879 in Romulus, Seneca Co. NY, buried 14 Sep 1879 in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
52. JAY4 CORYELL (Susan3, Temperance2, James1), b. 5 Feb 1885 in Kendaia, Seneca Co. NY, d. 13 Oct 1983 in 

Ithaca, Tompkins Co. NY, buried in East Lawn Cem., Ithaca, Tompkins Co. NY. 
 
 He married (1) HELEN STEWART FOLWELL, 7 Feb 1912 in Romulus, Seneca Co. NY, b. 8 Oct 1890 in 

Romulus, Seneca Co. NY (daughter of George Fancett FOLWELL [1849 - 1899] and Laura J. DENNISTON 
[1871 - 1950]), d. 22 Nov 1973 in St. Petersburg, Pinellas Co. FL, buried in Woodlawn Cem., Hamilton, 
Madison Co. NY. 

 
    Children: 
      i. George Chester5 CORYELL b. 12 Nov 1912 in Easton, Bristol Co. MA, d. 24 Oct 2001 in 

Sebastian, Brevard Co. FL. 
 
    He married Margaret BROWN, 25 Jun 1937 in Ithaca, Tompkins Co. NY, b. 1917 in PA 

(daughter of Stuart M. BROWN), d. 2012. 
 
      ii. Arlene Elizabeth CORYELL b. 4 Dec 1914 in White River Jct., VT, d. 5 Oct 1942 in Tioga 

Hospital, Waverly, Tioga Co. NY, buried in Glenwood Cem., Waverly, Tioga Co. NY. 
 
    She married Norman Palmer DOUNCE, 7 Jan 1939 in Ithaca, Tompkins Co. NY, b. 14 Nov 

1913, d. 9 Jan 2003, buried in Glenwood Cem., Waverly, Tioga Co. NY. 
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 He married (2) HELEN ISABEL WHITE, 25 Nov 1936, b. 1889 in NY (daughter of William W. WHITE [1850 - 
1928] and Jane Lillie "Jennie" SMALLEY [1861 - 1953]), d. 21 Feb 1984, buried in East Lawn Cem., Ithaca, 
Tompkins Co. NY, occupation nurse. 

 
53. BELLE LOUISA4 SAYRE (Charles3, Temperance2, James1), b. 1877 in Romulus, Seneca Co. NY, d. 25 May 

1908 in Yonkers, Westchester Co. NY, buried in Kendaia Baptist Cem., Seneca Co. NY. 
54. JOHN ANDREW4 WATRUS (Alexander3, John2, James1), b. 14 Dec 1873 in IL, d. Apr 1951 in Glen Ellyn, Du 

Page Co. IL, buried in Forest Hill Cem., Glen Ellyn, Du Page Co. IL. 
 
 He married PEARL ISABEL NEEL, b. 1882, d. 1956. 
 
55. EDWIN4 SIMPSON (Robert3, Susan2, James1), b. cir 1879 in NY, d. aft 1880. 
56. WRATIE?4 RODGERS (Ellen3, Vincent2, James1), b. cir 1865 in NY, d. aft 1870. 
57. JAMES4 RODGERS (Ellen3, Vincent2, James1), b. Oct 1869 in NY, d. aft 1870. 
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